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MODULE 1
AN OVERVIEW OF THE TEACHING MATERIALS
Target group

School students aged 14–18

Potential
subjects

Social science subjects such as economics and politics, but also well suited to languages
(especially English) and bilingual lessons.

Time
requirements

At least 2 teaching units (45 minutes each); additional exercises designed to broaden/deepen
knowledge are available on request.

Background

The teaching materials published on the platform have been designed so as to serve as basis for
topical debates that look at the G20 as major political forum for economic coordination at the
global level. In this context issues within the domains of international politics, economics and
business will be discussed. A particular focus will rest on questions relating to global governance
and the global economy, encouraging students to include ongoing media coverage on G20 issues
in their home countries. The additional materials offered on the platform have been designed to
deepen the students’ knowledge and/or facilitate opportunities for independent study. The
student competition that is going to take place at the end of the online course will reflect the
context of these ideas and materials, representing a further opportunity to engage with the
issues involved, both inside and outside the classroom.

Content

The teaching materials cover the G20 as a forum for global cooperation, the Finance Track, and
the G20 summit in Hamburg. As they offer a potential introduction to the topic, they contain
basic information about the aims and practices of the G20, in particular, the areas of focus of the
current German presidency. In order to introduce the topic to students, fundamental questions
are discussed, such as the composition and legitimacy of the G20. Other questions entail
opportunities and challenges to the G20 that arise.

How to use
the materials

The materials offer an inside view on the G20 Finance Track. We will not provide standardized
answers to the exercises. Teachers are free to select and reorganize the order of the materials
for a suitable use. Any questions concerning the materials can be answered through
info@global-classroom.de.

Knowledge
requirements

Basic political and economic knowledge in the fields of international politics and international
business would be helpful.

Objectives

Students
•	build knowledge on the G20, its membership, objectives, practices, and terminology with a
clear focus on the G20 Finance Track. II
•	analyse opportunities and challenges relating to the work of the G20 using official presidency
documentation pertaining to the Finance Track and the G20 summit. I
•	broaden economic expertise by understanding facts and figures concerning issues of economic
growth, sovereign debt, and other topics that fall within the remit of the G20 with a clear focus
on issues of the Finance Track. II
•	apply and foster research skills by researching independently a current focus area of their
choice, and/or a previous summit of their choice, looking at its issues, outcomes, and
perception among the public. II
•	think creatively and develop ideas and concepts for alternative logos in light of this year’s
topics and explain their proposals. III
•	build skills of collaboration and split into groups to examine the various focus areas of the G20
Finance Track, with each group presenting their findings. III
•	get acquainted with fundamental concepts discussed among the G20 such as “economic
resilience” and “fair taxation” and elucidate their significance for international finance. II
•	deepen skills of systematic evaluation, e.g. by assessing the status of the G20 as an informal
forum, incorporating into their assessments the opportunities and risks that they consider are
associated with the summit. III
The specialist skills being targeted are indicated by means of “operative words.” These are verbs
that signal the activities the students are expected to perform when completing the exercises:
Exercise category I comprises reproduction, exercise category II requires reorganization and
transfer, and exercise category III asks for reflection and transfer. The numbers next to the
individual skill descriptions indicate the exercise category. The skills are structured chronologically
in line with the module.
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M1

G20 SUMMIT IN HAMBURG 2017

INF0
BACKGROUND TO THE G20 AND ITS HISTORY:
The decision to establish the G20 was made back in 1999 at the initiative of finance ministers
and central bank governors against the backdrop of the Asian financial crisis. It was quite
clear to them that there was a need for a larger forum of nations than then-existing alternatives
(e.g. G7) to tackle global financial crises. As a consequence, the G20-finance ministers and
central bank governors have been meeting annually since then. However, it was not until 2008
that the first G20 Summit of Heads of State and Government was held as a consequence of the
global financial crisis. Although its original objectives were primarily concerned with economic
issues, the annual G20 summit is increasingly becoming a forum for global politics. Also, it has
been turning its attention toward other issues of global significance – such as climate change
and refugees – as these issues are closely linked with economic questions, which are still at the
heart of the meetings. As the G20 is a voluntary forum, the communiques drawn up at the
summits are not binding in legal terms. Instead, they have to be transposed into national law by
individual countries, or implemented by international organizations. As the G20 has become the
most important forum for economic cooperation on the global level, the policies of its member
states have become subject to public debate within those countries and beyond. Proponents of
globalisation point to the benefits that arise from enhanced political and economic cooperation,
while critics often point to the perceived need to give greater attention to issues such as the
environment, equality, and fair taxation.
A different country assumes the G20-presidency each year. In 2016, the presidency was held by
the People’s Republic of China. In 2017, the summit will be held in Hamburg under the German
presidency; in 2018, the presidency will pass to Argentina, who will be responsible for organising
and hosting the summit.

Hamburg – Location of the G20 Summit 2017
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M1

G20 SUMMIT IN HAMBURG 2017

MATERIAL 1
G20 SUMMIT IN HAMBURG 2017
A message from the Federal Chancellor of Germany

Dear G20 1 guests and members of the global community,
On 7 and 8 July 2017, the eyes of the world will turn to the G20 summit in Hamburg,
where the heads of state and government of major industrialised and emerging
economies will meet. I am very much looking forward to welcoming the G20 partners
to the city of my birth.
Mastering and shaping the global challenges of our age is a common goal of the G20.
The success of the summit will depend significantly on the progress we make towards
achieving this objective.
Where is the world economy headed? Many current developments give us cause for
concern. The development of the world economy is not keeping pace with expectations.
It is worthwhile taking stock of the G20’s beginnings, as well as the global economic and
financial crisis some ten years ago. The G20 revealed its strength in these times of crisis.
At the height of the economic and financial crisis, we collectively expressed our support
for allowing competition to shape the world economy and for ensuring that world trade
remained open. The G20 countries moved closer together in these times of crisis and
developed shared mechanisms without resorting to protectionism. The experiences of
the crises of the 1930s were a lesson to us that we must not forget.
As G20 partners, we must ask ourselves what we can do to ensure that everyone stands
to benefit. How can we cooperate better in the future for the sake of our citizens? What
fears and challenges are associated with globalisation, and what can we do to address
these? How can we safeguard inclusiveness and ensure that the fruits of prosperity and
growth are distributed fairly?
The G20 must demonstrate that it stands together. We are mutually dependent on
each other – and not only economically and in the area of financial markets.
The G20 is an informal cooperative forum founded on shared values. It provides us
with a high-visibility framework, promotes our mutual exchange and reinforces our
commitment to common principles. We can achieve more together than by acting alone.
Strong international organisations are indispensable alongside this informal exchange.
I want to work with the G20 to promote this.

1 The permanent members of the G20 are Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, France, Germany, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Mexico, Russia,
Saudi Arabia, South Africa, South Korea, Turkey, the United Kingdom, the United States and the European Union (EU). Various countries and
organisations attend as guests. Alongside Spain, which regularly attends G20 summits as a permanent guest country, Germany, in its capacity as
president, has also invited Norway, the Netherlands and Singapore, as well as the African Union (AU), the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC),
and the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD), to Hamburg.
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G20 SUMMIT IN HAMBURG 2017

Alongside stabilising the world economy and financial markets, numerous global
challenges are on the G20’s agenda, including geopolitical conflicts, terrorism and
migration and refugee flows, as well as hunger, increasing climate change and
pandemics. These challenges will certainly not be mastered by countries plotting
a lone course or by isolationism and protectionism. There can be no return to a
pre-globalisation world. Only together will we be able to drive forward our objective
in the G20 – strong, balanced, sustainable and inclusive economic growth –
by addressing economic, social and political uncertainties in concert. In doing so,
the G20 contributes significantly to strengthening the stability and resilience of the
world economy and, last but not least, to increasing security for each and every one
of us.
Let us turn our focus to digitalisation, which helps our world to grow together, reduces
distances thanks to technical progress and brings people into contact with each other
as never before. At the same time, the G20 must address the impact of technological
progress. This is the only way to fully harness its potential. The G20 must shape the
basic conditions in such a way that all people are able to benefit from the positive effects
of these developments.
The digitalisation of our world is only one example of its strong and increasing
connectivity. In our efforts to achieve an effective climate protection policy or global
health crisis management, too, we can only move forward in close cooperation with
one another.
I would like to hold a broad-based civil society dialogue on these issues involving all
societal groups. I have invited representatives of the business sector, NGOs, trade
unions, academia and think tanks, as well as from women’s and youth organisations,
to draft recommendations for the G20. This input from civil society is important for the
G20’s discussions. I believe cooperation within the G20 to be most vital. Our task is to
shape this interconnected world together, and Germany will do its utmost to support
these efforts during its presidency of the G20.

Angela Merkel
Federal Chancellor
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G20 SUMMIT IN HAMBURG 2017

TOPICS OF THE G20 SUMMIT

Building resilience

Improving sustainability

• World economy

• Climate and energy

• Global trade

• The 2030 Agenda

• Employment

• Digitalisation

• Financial markets/
International financial
architecture

• Health
• Empowering women

Assuming responsibility

• Tackling the causes of
displacement
• Partnership with Africa
• Fighting terrorism
• Anti-corruption
• Agriculture/food security

• Tax cooperation

Figure 1: Topics of the G20 Summit

INF0
JOINING THE SHERPAS ON THE WAY TO THE SUMMIT –
HOW THE G20 IS PREPARED:
Organising the German G20 presidency is a task for the entire German government. The Federal
Chancellery works closely on preparing the issues to be addressed with all the relevant
ministries. In Germany all those involved – including various government ministries – report to
the G7/G20 Sherpa office at the Federal Chancellery. The Sherpas, who meet several times a
year, prepare the iLeaders Summit. As well as drawing up the agenda, there are also questions
relating to organisation, public relations and the security at the G20 Summit to be dealt with.
The Federal Foreign Office as the German government’s protocol department, the Press and
Information Office of the Federal Government and the Federal Ministry of the Interior with its
subordinate authorities are therefore heavily involved in the G20 process
https://www.g20.org/Webs/G20/EN/G20/FAQs/faq.html (last accessed: 1/10/2017)
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The meeting of the G20 is more than just a Summit.
There is also a series of events involving different actors:
KEY G20 EVENTS IN GERMANY IN 2017
FEBRUARY
JANUARY

APRIL
MARCH

JUNE
MAY

JULY

22

16–17

17–18

6–7

3

19–20

7

7–8

Berlin
Agriculture
Ministers

Bonn
Foreign
Ministers

Baden-Baden
Finance
Ministers and
Central Bank
Governors

Düsseldorf
Digital
Ministers

Berlin
Business
Dialogue
Forum
(Business20)

Berlin
Helth
Ministers

Berlin
Youth
Dialogue
Forum
(Youth20)

Hamburg
G20 Summit

22
Halle/Saale
Science
Dialogue
Forum
(Science20)

26
Berlin
Women´s
Dialogue
Forum
(Women20)

17
Berlin
Trade Unions
Dialogue
Forum
(Labour20)

30
Berlin
Think Tanks
Dialogue
Forum
(Think20)

18–19
Bad Neuenahr
Labour and
Employment
Ministers

12–13
Berlin
Partnership
with Africa
conference

19
Hamburg
NGO
Dialogue
Forum
(Civil20)

Figure 2: Key G20 events in Germany
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EXERCISES ON THE TEACHING MATERIALS
MATERIAL 1
G20 SUMMIT IN HAMBURG 2017
1.	 Based on the information provided within the Global Classroom as well as from
other source:
a.	 When was the forum of the G20 initiated?
b.	 Who initiated it, and why?
c.	 How has it been changing since then?
2.	 Using the letter written by the German Chancellor (M1), please identify the issues,
opportunities and challenges she raises in connection with the upcoming 2017
summit in Hamburg.
3.	 Describe the membership, aims and practices of the G20, using the materials
provided and the FAQs issued by the German Federal Government to help you.
You will find the FAQs under the following link:
https://www.g20.org/Webs/G20/EN/G20/FAQs/faq_node.
html;jsessionid=CF2B2DF6FB316829C9FCEE8C447E278C.s5t1
(last accessed: 1/9/2017).
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MATERIAL 2
G20 – FACTS AND FIGURES

Figure 1: G20 countries and guest nations

World population and gross world product 2015
share in %

Global carbon dioxide emissions and
gross world product 2014
share in %

36

Rest of the
world

64

G20

Population

20

18

80

82

GDP
(adjusted for purchasing power)

Figure 2: World population and gross world product 2015

Rest of the
world

20

80
G20

Carbon dioxide
emissions

GDP
(adjusted for purchasing power)

Figure 3: Global carbon dioxide emissions and gross world product 2014
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Economic growth 2010 to 2015
real change in GPD since 2010 in %
46.1

China
38.5

India
30.8

Indonesia
27.6

Saudi Arabia
24.0

Turkey
15.7

Korea, Republic of

14.9

Mexiko

14.1

Australia
South Africa

11.2

Canada

11.1
10.9

United States

10.4

United Kingdom
8.3

Germany

7.3

Argentina

5.8

Russian Federation

5.7

European Union

5.0

Brazil

4.8

France

3.2

Japan
Italy

-3.6

Figure 4: Economic growth 2010 to 2015

General government gross debt 2015
in % of GDP
Japan*

248
133

Italy
105

United States
96

France
Canada

91

United Kingdom

89
87

European Union
74

Brazil*

71

Germany

69

India
54

Mexico
Argentina

52

South Africa

50
43

China

38

Korea, Republic of

38

Australia

33

Turkey

27

Indonesia
16

Russian Federation*
Saudi Arabia

5

Figure 5: General government gross debt 2015 – * IMF estimates
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Exports: Merchandise and commercial services 2015
share of global exports in %
13.7

European Union
12.1

China
10.3

United States
7.4

Germany
3.8

United Kingdom

3.7

Japan

3.5

France
2.9

Korea, Republic of

2.6

Italy

2.3

Canada
India

2.0

Mexico

1.9
1.8

Russian Federation
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Australia
Brazil

1.1

Saudi Arabia
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Turkey
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Figure 6: Exports: Merchandise and commercial services 2015; European Union aggregate excluding EU Intra-trade

Imports: Merchandise and commercial services 2015
share of global imports in %
United States
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European Union

12.4

China
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Germany

6.3
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3.9

Japan

3.9

France

3.8

Korea, Republic of

2.6
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2.5
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Italy

2.4
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Figure 7: Imports: Merchandise and commercial services 2015; European Union aggregate excluding EU Intra-trade
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EXERCISES ON THE TEACHING MATERIALS
MATERIAL 2
G20 – FACTS AND FIGURES
Study the facts and figures on the topic provided in M2. Point out the results that
surprise you and explain why.
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THE FINANCE TRACK

MATERIAL 3
FINANCIAL ISSUES IN FOCUS – THE FINANCE TRACK
What role do financial issues
play in the G20?

What is the Finance Track?

The G20 was founded at the initiative of the finance
ministers and central bank governors of the G7.
In light of the Asian financial crisis in the late 1990s,
it had become quite clear that a new forum for
international cooperation on economic and financial
issues was needed so as to account for growing
degrees of globalization. The issues discussed within
the G20 Finance Track have continued to play a vital
role within G20 processes since then.

Conference
“Towards a More
Resilient Global
Economy”
and Opening
Ceremony
30 November
Berlin

Conference
“Digitising
Finance, Financial
Inclusion and
Financal Literacy”

G20 High-Level
Symposium
“Global Economic
Governance in a
Multipolar World”

Africa
Partnership
Conference:
“Investing in a
Common Future”

Summit
Heads of State
and Government

25/26 January
Wiesbaden

17 March
Baden-Baden

12/13 June
Berlin

07/08 July
Hamburg

Q4
2016

The Finance Track brings together the finance ministers
and central bank governors within the G20. These
meetings are prepared by the deputies of the finance
ministers and central bank governors and their teams.
During the term of the German presidency, the largest
and most important event in the Finance Track is the
meeting of finance ministers and central bank
governors in Baden-Baden in March 2017. As in
previous years, a meeting of finance ministers and
central bank governors will also be held under the
German presidency on the side lines of the Annual
and Spring Meetings of the World Bank and the
International Monetary Fund in Washington, D.C.
The Sherpa Track and the Finance Track work closely
together. Results from all working areas are included
in the final communiqué issued by the heads of state
and government. Financial and economic issues
continue to play a major role at the highest level.

Q1

Q2

Q3

Q4

2017

Deputies
Meeting

Finance Ministers
+
Central Bank
Governors
Meeting

Finance Ministers
+
Central Bank
Governors
Meeting

Finance Ministers
+
Central Bank
Governors
Meeting

01 December
Berlin

17/18 March
Baden-Baden

20/21 April
Washington

12/13 October
Washington

Figure 1: G20 Timeline
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THE FINANCE TRACK

Priorities in the G20 Finance Track
by the German Federal Ministry
of Finance:
Strengthening economic resilience
The global economy is currently growing at a pace
close to its long-term average, but overall growth is
weaker than it was in the aftermath of previous
economic contractions. In addition, public debt
(see graphic) and private debt are very high in many
countries. Moreover, the will to carry out reforms
has declined in many countries and essential
structural reforms have been postponed. Taken
together, these factors not only hamper economic
growth but also increase the risk of countries being
overwhelmed in the event of another crisis.
Cooperation among the G20 members aims to
tackle these challenges and to strengthen the
global economy as a whole, by improving the
resilience of each individual G20 economy. The
goal of the German G20 presidency’s Finance Track
is to take action on these matters and build on the
Chinese presidency’s work on growth-enhancing
structural reforms. The presidency aims for
endorsement of principles to strengthen the
resilience of national economies, improve

countries’ ability to absorb economic shocks and
develop better responses to long-term structural
challenges such as demographic change.
The principles may serve as guidelines for the
G20 members when it comes to developing
appropriate national-level measures to enhance
economic resilience. In addition to the above,
we will continue to advocate a strict monitoring
of the implementation of all national growth
strategy measures and push for the continued
implementation of the G20 Action Plan on Small
and Medium Enterprises Financing agreed in 2015.

Figure 2: Public debt as % of GDP in 2015
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Figure 3: Budget deficit as % of GDP in 2015

Improving investment conditions:
ʻCompact with Africaʼ

Taking advantage of digitalisation,
mitigating risks

An increasingly interconnected world needs to
build global partnerships that go beyond the
framework of the G20 – partnerships with Africa
are especially important. For there to be
sustainable development and employment
opportunities in African countries, we need to
improve conditions for private sector investment
and for investment in infrastructure, especially
the financing environment. The Finance Track
will be setting up a ‘Compact with Africa’ initiative
to tackle this issue: Its aim is to encourage private
sector investment in African countries and create
closer links between the G20 initiatives,
international organisations, and African countries.
The initiative is also intended to create better
investment conditions, for example by improving
legal certainty, making taxation more reliable, and
reducing investment risks with the help of
international guarantees. Furthermore, the G20
will provide political support for specific
investment agreements between African countries,
international organisations, and partner countries.

New technologies hold great promise, especially
in the financial sector: New digital systems and
business models can help boost productivity and
lower costs, for example through automation and
reduced transaction costs. They can also improve
access to financial services and create greater
equality of opportunity. Nevertheless, we should
also heed the risks that can arise from digital
innovation. This is why we support the Financial
Stability Board’s work to monitor digital financial
innovation, taking into account the impact on
financial stability. Taking advantage of
digitalisation requires a certain degree of
knowledge of financial systems. This is why we
want to open discussions on suitable education
and training measures for enhancing financial
literacy.
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Making taxation fair and
reliable worldwide

Strengthening the international
financial architecture

We remain committed to making national tax
systems fairer and more reliable throughout the
world during the German presidency. We will
therefore be continuing the current G20 tax policy
agenda: In particular, we will be implementing the
recommendations for preventing base erosion and
profit shifting (BEPS) and encouraging tax
compliance by achieving the broadest possible
participation in the exchange of information in tax
matters. We need to ensure that the beneficial
owners of assets and income streams can be
properly identified and that international access to
information concerning beneficial owners is
further improved. We will also be continuing the
G20 initiative for greater legal certainty in taxation:
Increased legal certainty lowers the risk of
unwarranted double taxation and thereby promotes
international economic activity. We also want to
turn our attention to the specific needs of tax
administrations in developing countries and
discuss the implications of digitalisation for
taxation.

We will be continuing the preparations begun
under China’s presidency to further strengthen the
international financial architecture and global
financial safety net. This safety net centres on the
International Monetary Fund (IMF), of which
practically all states of the world are members. An
effective collaboration that is actively supported by
the G20 is in place between the IMF, its member
states, and other international organizations to
ensure global financial stability, complementing
and strengthening efforts to improve individual
countries’ economic and financial resilience at the
national level. The G20 paved the way towards
further strengthening the IMF’s financial
capacities; thus the IMF doubled its own resources
in early 2016 and began the renewal of extensive
bilateral credit lines. Financial stability depends on
debt sustainability, i.e. countries must be able to
service their debt (interest and principal payments)
on time, while still having scope for other
important expenditures such as investments and
social spending. We want to improve debt
sustainability, in particular by developing
sustainability principles for creditor and debtor
countries for low income countries. We want
multilateral development banks to use their capital
more effectively and increase strengthen their
involvement in financing infrastructure projects.
While the unhindered cross-border flow of capital
is essential to the market economy and global free
trade, large and volatile capital flows are a
challenge for individual countries. This is why the
German presidency will be pushing for
encouraging all G20 members to join the OECD
Code of Liberalization of Capital Movements, which
was adopted several decades ago. The Code helps
prevent responses at the national level which might
endanger trade and the financial system, while
remaining flexible enough to allow for countryspecific measures to be developed and reviewed on
a regular basis. The Code is an excellent instrument
for improving the regulatory framework for
international capital movements.

Ensuring continuity,
pursuing the G20 agenda
In addition to the key topics listed above, Germany
will also be continuing the G20 agenda in a number
of other areas. The G20 can only achieve lasting
progress if there is continuity: Adopted measures
must be implemented and compliance monitored.
These are steps that play an increasingly important
role in the G20 agenda. Many of the issues broached
are so complex that they cannot be adequately dealt
with during just one presidency. Under the German
presidency, the G20 will need to continue its
ongoing work to finalise its regulatory plans,
especially in the following areas.
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Fostering financial market
stability
Functioning financial markets encourage
economic growth by mobilising capital for urgently
needed investments. We therefore are committed
to the G20’s efforts in this matter, primarily with
the aim of implementing and developing the
Financial Stability Board’s regulatory agenda.
Capital requirements for banks (Basel III) and the
continued reduction of risks associated with large
financial institutions and service providers are key
here. Beyond that, it is important to look into and
eventually address risks associated with other key
players in the financial markets. Further
monitoring of any financial stability issues
associated with shadow banking will stay high on
the international agenda as well as challenges and
risks linked to progressive digitalization. Ongoing
work on green finance is continued by improving
international disclosure for financial risks
associated with environmental factors. We will
initiate efforts to develop instruments for
measuring and controlling these risks with the

FINANCIAL ISSUES IN FOCUS –
THE FINANCE TRACK
aim of creating a robust basis for environmentally
friendly financing. In addition we strive to design
an analytical framework for measuring the impact
of our reforms.

Other topics
We also want to broach other important issues in
the financial sector under the German G20
presidency, for example remittances to home
countries by individuals working abroad which are
very important for a lot of families living in
developing countries. We need to achieve the right
balance between the need to combat money
laundering and the financing of terrorism on the
one hand and, on the other hand, keeping the costs
of sending remittances to the receiving countries
low. The Financial Action Task Force, the Global
Partnership for Financial Inclusion, and a Financial
Stability Board working group will be discussing
the matter further and submitting
recommendations on how standards can be better
implemented.

Figure 4: “Family Picture” of G20-Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors who met during the Chinese Presidency in Chengdou/
China on July 23-24 2016.
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MODULE 1

M3

FINANCIAL ISSUES IN FOCUS –
THE FINANCE TRACK

EXERCISES ON THE TEACHING MATERIALS
MATERIAL 3
FINANCIAL ISSUES IN FOCUS – THE FINANCE TRACK
1.	 Describe what is meant by the “Finance Track” of the G20.
2.	 Split into groups to examine the various focus areas of the G20 Finance Track,
with each group presenting their findings.
3.	 Explain what is meant by “economic resilience” and “fair taxation” and elucidate
their significance for international finance. Consult other suitable sources.
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MODULE 1

OPTIONAL EXERCISES ON THE
TEACHING MATERIALS

OPTIONAL EXERCISES
1.	 Research a summit focus area of your choice using the official presidency paper
published by the German Federal Government and collate the information:
https://www.g20.org/Content/DE/_Anlagen/G7_G20/2016-g20praesidentschaftspapier-en.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=2
(last accessed: 1/6/2017) (in German).
2.	 Global Conference Room: The slogan of this
year’s summit is “Shaping an interconnected
world.” You can see the official logo on the right.
There is also an animated version of the logo. In
light of this year’s topics, develop ideas and
concepts for alternative logos and share your
ideas among yourselves. You can upload your
designs at http://www.my-global-classroom.de/
3.	 Using suitable sources, research a previous summit of your choice.
a.	 What issues were discussed?
b.	 What outcomes were implemented?
c.	 How was the summit regarded by the public? You can find official information on
previous summits here, for example:
https://www.bundesregierung.de/Content/DE/StatischeSeiten/Breg/G7G20/
uebersicht-dokumente.html?nn=393164 (last accessed: 1/9/2017)

INF0
PREVIOUS G20 SUMMITS:
2008 in Washington, D.C., United States
2009 in London, United Kingdom
2009 in Pittsburgh, United States
2010 in Toronto, Canada
2010 in Seoul, South Korea
2011 in Cannes, France

2012 in Los Cabos, Mexico
2013 in Saint Petersburg, Russia
2014 in Brisbane, Australia
2015 in Antalya, Turkey
2016 in Hangzhou, China

DISCUSSION TOPICS
1.	 Analyse, with reference to the topics covered at this year’s summit, which countries are
part of the G20 and which are not. Then hold a debate on the membership of the group
of nations and suggest other countries and actors that, in your view, should be
involved. Refer to the Compact with Africa in your debate.
2.	 The G20 summit is an informal forum for international politics at which communiqués
(official statements) are drawn up, although they cannot be submitted for a binding
resolution or implemented. With regard to the issues of the 2017 summit, what
opportunities and risks are associated with this approach in your view?
Discuss in class or write an essay.
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